[Hemodynamic study during the postoperative period in coronary patients undergoing non-cardiac surgery. The role of mechanical ventilation and sedation].
The initial period of postoperative rewarming is frequently marked by rapid increases in metabolic rate and myocardial work leading to haemodynamic instability. In order to test the beneficial effect of mechanical respiratory support with sedation in the postoperative period, 18 patients with coronary artery disease operated upon for abdominal or orthopedic surgery were submitted to a hemodynamic study. The patients were divided in two groups. In group II intravenous nitrates were administered perioperatively. Postoperative hemodynamic profiles were similar in both group. No perioperative signs of myocardial ischemia were detected. Prolonged ventilation with sedation can prevent the hemodynamic stress of recovery.